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Pastor’s Pondering Pastor’s Pondering Pastor’s Pondering Pastor’s Pondering ––––    Pastor CarlPastor CarlPastor CarlPastor Carl  
 

Get ready to hear the story again! I told a couple of recent vacation stories more than I can remember and 
maybe more than you cared to hear! Like the first weekend, I lost my wallet and panicked about how to fly the 
next two legs of the trip without my photo ID. After contacting Oregon DMV and the airport TSA, I had a plan but 
not a very good one.  
 
So finally, at the end of the third day and the fourth extensive search, I found my wallet conspicuously hiding 
behind a brick in the basement. Relief ran high! But I didn’t like how I felt or acted during that flustering day.  
Later that week I found someone else’s wallet late on Saturday night. How I parted with it is another story * if 
you dare me to tell it.  
 
Then there’s the story of our frustrating flight home from the East Coast that landed us in Portland over four 
hours late * 3 a.m. without a firm transportation plan home. A very expensive taxi option turned into a much 
less expensive rental * a hot red Ford Mustang! We sported around for a day and decided, while fun, it didn’t 
fit us.  
 
So the stories add up, giving you a peek into my life and how I handle frustration or panic or sudden change. 
But perhaps the real question might be, when you listen to my stories and observe me in action; do you see 
enough of a disciple of Jesus that is worth imitating? 
 
So get ready to hear the story again! Not my story, but the story of Jesus. Reflect again this coming Christmas 
on his coming-down-to-earth birth story. Remember his growing up story and how he learned from his parents. 
Consider Jesus’ stories of humble service and ultimate sacrifice and joyful obedience. Spend some time to mull 
over how your own life’s story is being shaped by his story and fitting into that bigger story.  Do you see the 
character of Jesus growing through your stories? Can others see a disciple of Jesus taking shape, the kind of 
shape worth imitating? 
 
I have been mulling over in my own mind this very question along with an observation I read last week: “If you 
make disciples, you will always get the church. But if you try to build the church, you will rarely get disciples.”  
So I ask you and myself: what are we trying to do?   
 
We are committed to living out our commitment to love Jesus, obey Jesus, and serve Jesus for God’s 
glory. That’s our vision and it feels like we want to make disciples. But how are we coming along? Are we 
keeping this disciple-making focus in our worship and ministries? Part of the answer comes in listening to what 
our stories are telling about us. Are we hearing stories of love for Jesus that spills over into loving others? Are 
there stories of hard choices and regular routines that speak of obeying Jesus regardless of personal 
preferences and comfortable conveniences? Are the stories of how we serve flavored with grace and pointing 
glory to God? 
 
Everyone enjoys a good story! You can best tell Jesus’ story yet again, in how you live your story. Together let’s 
commit to live out that story in the communities where God is placing us.  

Please, keep telling those stories!  
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Library CornerLibrary CornerLibrary CornerLibrary Corner    
 
Our Summer Reading Club was a success! A record number of children read ten books and 

received a $10 certificate to the toy store in Bethany Village. Congratulations to Adam Helm, Charissa and Kyle 
Keebaugh, Camille Andre, Ethan and Ella Mc Duffie, Valerie Vreugdenhil, Jake and Will Slotemaker, and Eva, 
Noah and Ben Lammers. It was helpful that many of them also filled out the list of books read giving the 
librarians an idea of which books are most appreciated. But we don't want the reading to stop until next 
summer's book club! Hundreds of good books remain on the library shelves! 
 
Recently added to our books for older children are two new books by Katherine Patterson, who you may know 
as the author or Bridge to Terebithia. Day of the Pelican is a book she wrote after her church sponsored a 
refugee family from Kosovo. Thirteen year old Meli's life changes forever after her brother escapes his captors 
and the family flee from one refugee camp to another until they are able to immigrate to America. Another very 
different book is one of few she has written that are non-fiction: Who Am I? Exploring what it means to be a 
Child of God. This book was first published almost twenty years ago and has been rewritten and discussion 
questions have been added, making it a wonderful book for family devotions. 
 
New books on our shelves for younger children are: Grandma Moses, the story of Anna Mary Robertson who 
was born in 1860 and died at 101 in 1961. She was a busy farm girl who wished she could paint some of the 
beauty she saw in the countryside where she lived. It wasn't until she was an old woman and her husband had 
died that she had time to do this. Now we know her as Grandma Moses and her painting can be found in 
museums. Beatrice's Goat is the story of a young girl in a Ugandan whose dream comes true after family 
receives an income-producing goat. Georgia's Bones is the story of Georgia O'keefe, from the young girl who 
was so interested in all the shapes she saw around her on her Wisconsin farm to becoming an artist in New 
York and New Mexico. 

 
 

Community Events and public service announcementsCommunity Events and public service announcementsCommunity Events and public service announcementsCommunity Events and public service announcements    
If you or someone you care about has Medicare, make sure you mark your calendars.  Medicare Open 
Enrollment is earlier this year.  It starts on October 15gh and ends on December 7th.  Use this opportunity to 
review your Medicare choices and make sure you have the plan that is right for you.  You may be able to save 
money, get better coverage or both.  The Oregon Senior Health Insurance Benefits Assistance (SHIBA) 
Program is a federally funded program is a federally funded program available to assist Oregon Medicare 
beneficiaries.  SHIBA Counselors in the Washington County area will be available to provide free, unbiased, 
one-on-one assistance during the annual enrollment period.  For help call Washington County’s SHIBA hotline 
at 503-846-3094. 
 
Faith In Action Faith In Action Faith In Action Faith In Action ––––     

Last month, the Oak Hills Church community had the chance, for the second time this year, to 
participate in the FAITH IN ACTION week.  On individual days, between October 8th-15th, people volunteered at 
six different sites in the Beaverton/Hillsboro area.  It was wonderful to see forty-four people help with 
organizations such as SUNSHINE PANTRY, FAMILY BRIDGE SHELTER, and NW CHILDREN’S OUTREACH.  
One group also spent an afternoon helping tidy up the house of a church member who recently had surgery.  
Many of these projects involved small groups.  

We ended FAITH IN ACTION week with a celebration service in church on Sunday, October 16.  During 
this service, people were encouraged to live a life of service to people so they can enrich their relationship to 
God.  Mark Slotemaker and I would like to thank all the volunteers who helped with this successful week.  Our 
hope is that our community can continue to work with these worthwhile organizations more in the near future 
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Medical Teams International Project – Photos by Shelley Bosch 
 

Thank You – Carla Ernster 
I would like to thank the Faith In Action team who came and did a wonderful job in my home while I was 
recovering from my fifth back surgery.  The gutters were cleaned, windows washed, the driveway power-
washed, and the house vacuumed, dusted, and generally picked up.  I really appreciate the work you did.  God 
bless you. 

Church EventsChurch EventsChurch EventsChurch Events    
 

CLASSROOM REMODEL PROJECT - Sharry Kragt 
 
Following some extremely successful years of SonSeekers Summer Camp some of those involved were 
wondering what we could do to make it even better.  That is where the idea sprung up (way to go Sally Hoekert) 
that we needed more, larger classroom spaces to accommodate the groups of 15 students for the morning 
teaching time and the afternoon elective classes.  With a new ministry year approaching we decided we really 
needed the rooms to also accommodate Kids’ Club classes and several scout troops meeting here so we 
approached the Building TEAM and then Council to move forward with the project.  I took the lead in lining up 
the workers, ordering the dumpster, choosing, and ordering the carpet and the magic began in a hurry.  On 
Saturday, Sept. 17, a wonderful crew showed up to demo and clean out LOTS of “stuff” from the attic.  Workers 
included Henry & Myrna DeMots, Jeff Diephuis, Neil & Renee Gillenwater, Brian & Sharry Kragt, Joey Kragt, Al 
Lammers, Dave Slotemaker and John Westra.  In half a day, the two walls were down and the huge dumpster 
was ¾ full!  The following week Tim O’Connor’s employee was here to patch the spaces.  Saturday there were 
painters here to paint Room 6/8 (Brian & Sharry Kragt, Ron & Aldine Leistra & Curtis & Beth Spaan) and 
Monday evening the “new” classrooms got a first coat of paint (Jerry & Bev Baarspul, Marilyn Duistermars, 
Melissa Hoekert, Jill Palmer, Stan VanderVeen and Shauna Westra) and Tuesday the final coat of paint went 
on (Dale & Camille André, Martha Bosch, Sharry Kragt and Phil Van Dyke).  Friday the carpet was installed and 
we had a project completed!  We were also blessed to receive more than $2,500 toward the project in donations 
so it more than covered the expenses.  Wow, God is good.  
 

      
 

Sunday school 
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Adult Education – Ron Leistra 
 
Nov. 6 Dave Hitt will conclude a series on "Disability, Rehabilitation, and Inclusion/Accessibility" with "Inclusion, 
Accessibility, and Accommodations". 
Nov. 13 Youth Pastor Curtis Holm will lead a discussion: "Youth In Our Group Answering Questions About 
Their Beliefs in Religion and Church". 
Nov. 20 and 27 Pastor Carl will begin a two-part class on "Prayer". 
Dec. 4 and 11 Curtis Holm will lead a two-part class on "Adventures With Early Church Fathers”. Our Adult 
Education program will resume on Jan. 8. 

As Coordinator of Adult Education, I invite you to bring ideas about topics, issues that you would like to 
present or have presented to me, and I will do my best to make it happen. 
 
Youth Update - Shelley Bosch 
 

Another exciting year of Sunday School is underway. We started our season on September 25th with ten 
students. Since then we have had between six and ten students each week. 

We have a new teacher this year. Don Johnson has volunteered to teach. He and Shelley Bosch are the team 
teachers. Colleen Anderson is our half-time assistant. We are still looking for another assistant to help on the weeks 
when Colleen is not available. We would like to give a big thank you to Susan Buchholz for all her years of service as a 
Sunday School teacher.  

We are on our fifth year of using the curriculum, Kid Connection, which is put out by Faith Alive. This is a 
program specially designed for churches with a smaller Sunday School attendance. It is geared for children between 
kindergarten and sixth grade. The students all gather for snacks, games and a story. Then, there are activities for the 
younger students and the older students. So far, we have not been able to separate the two classes. This year, we may 
be able to separate the students by taking advantage of the remodeled classrooms.  

On October 30, we had a special guest speaker. Evy Smith, who is a missionary in Africa, came to our class to 
tell us a little about her work. It was also an exciting class because we began practicing for our Christmas program. Amy 
Lammers has volunteered to lead the class in the Christmas songs. The speaking parts will be passed out soon. Look 
for another fun Christmas program featuring our students, teachers, and maybe even a few parents!  

Last year, our students included children from the Korean church. We had four students who attended regularly. 
We also had an assistant from their church. This year, we only have one little girl who attends. The Middle School 
Sunday School also has students from the Korean church. It has been a good way to combine our two churches and 
our resources. 

Each year for the last several years, we have worked on a project in the Sunday School class. Two years ago, 
we assembled Hope Kits for Medical Teams International. Last year, we made Cold Weather kits for a Women and 
Children’s shelter downtown. We gave the shelter 12 knit hats, gloves, Chapstick and little first aid kits that were 
assembled by our older students.  

When a baby is baptized in our church, the congregation promises to receive the child in love, pray for them, 
help instruct them in the faith and encourage them in the fellowship of believers. Prayers are needed and welcomed for 
the Sunday School program. However, people to encourage and instruct these students are also needed. Please 
consider how you might help in this way.  

This is a delightful group of children. Wouldn’t you like to get to know them better?!?  
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missionary newsmissionary newsmissionary newsmissionary news    
Pray for a Princess - Amy Lineburg amylineburg@gmail.com 
 
I have great news from Costa Rica! Our next round of The Princess Club has 
begun! We will be dealing with very important questions like "Do I have value?" 
and "How does the fact that I am a daughter of the King of Kings impact my life in 
La Carpio"? They need your prayers that they will understand the important 
themes we talk about each week and be able to apply them in their homes and 

daily lives. If you would like to pray for a Princess by name for the next 8 weeks of the club, please send me an 
email and I will send you her name and photo.  
 
I would also like to ask for prayer for myself each Monday through Wednesday as I prepare for the class on 
Thursday, rewriting the curriculum, adding suggestions from its use in another ghetto and writing the next round 
of classes that will be offered as an "advanced" course in the future. A team of 2 other women and I are 
creating a website as well, so these materials can be used by people anywhere in the Spanish speaking world. 
(I haven't gotten to the English translation work yet!) 
 
Pray for Provision 
Praise God for my ability to continue serving as a full-time missionary through financial gifts. Most of you know 
that I serve full-time here in Costa Rica because people give sacrificially to provide for my food, shelter, 
transportation, and ministry funds. My monthly need was officially raised in January because Wycliffe adjusted it 
show the actual cost of living in Costa Rica, which is similar to the U.S.A. As a result, I was $500 short of the 
monthly amount needed. This truly does reflect the reality of my life here so I shared the need with all of you. 
Thanks to new monthly donors, I am now only $244 below what I need to make ends meet each month. Praise 
God with me and pray for God to raise up the additional funds. 
 
Praise for His Care 
Even though I didn't know, I would have moving and car expenses this summer, God did! He sent several large 
financial gifts that came at just the right time to help cover those surprise expenses. God knows what we will 
need before we can even ask Him! Please thank Him for His careful provision for me. 
 
Keep Spreading the Love! 
One of my favorite things about The Princess Club is the opportunity that I get to share the gospel each time I 
tell someone about what we are doing. Today it was with a worker at the local mall, who promptly responded by 
telling me she had heard a sermon about the fact that we are princesses. She gave me her phone number and 
asked if I could come back in the next couple weeks and go out with her to coffee to talk some more. God can 
use us anywhere and anyhow! All we have to do is keep our focus on Him and say yes to Him! 
 
More Stories Online 
If you want to see more of my life in ministry here in Latin America, including photos from passing out a TOMS 
shoes donation, check out my blog. Or you can stay in touch with me personally on my Facebook page. I love 
staying in touch with you too, so please send me your updates, or find me on Facebook.  
 
And Finally... 
This 3 minute video explains why reaching a girl at the age of 12 can change the world. Please check it out! 
Many of the issues described in this video are realities in La Carpio and our prayer is that through a 
transforming relationship with Jesus Christ along with the solutions this video describes, lives will change for the 
better. Please watch "The Girl Effect: The Clock is Ticking" at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1e8xgf0jtvg. 
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Holm stretch  Holm stretch  Holm stretch  Holm stretch  ----    youth pastor youth pastor youth pastor youth pastor ––––    Curtis holmCurtis holmCurtis holmCurtis holm    
 
“While women weep, as they do now, I’ll fight; while children go hungry, as 
they do now. I’ll fight; while men go to prison, in and out, in and out, as they 
do now, I’ll fight: while there is a drunkard left, while there is a poor lost girl 
upon the streets, while there remains one dark soul without the light of God, 

I’ll fight, I’ll fight to the very end.”   WILLIAM BOOTH (founder of Salvation Army) 

(This tale is purely fictional. Any resemblance to FAITH IN ACTION is purposeful) 

Joe has been set up on a blind date with Brittany.  Eric knows both Joe and Brittany, and he thought it 
would be great if they met. Brittany is committed to meeting someone she can have a committed relationship 
with someday. Joe seeks the same thing. Both are weary of the same routine of being connected with another 
person for one date and then moving on to other opportunities to meet new people.  Both are ready to make a 
commitment. Eric knows that both are looking for something more in a relationship. So, Joe and Brittany meet 
for dinner on a crisp fall day. It turns out that they have more in common than they once thought. The dinner 
goes extremely well and both cannot wait to see each other again. They both thank Eric for setting up this 
opportunity to connect.  Eric is thrilled about the future possibilities. Eric hopes the connection is strong enough 
that they will meet up again soon. 

 I did not just describe to you some random love story.  What I just described to you was a sort of 
analogy related to the FAITH IN ACTION project that we just last October.  Now work closely with me on this 
one.  We put together these week- long projects because people in the community need the help of the local 
church. But we also need the local opportunities provided by the community. We are created to not only 
connect with the rest of humanity, but a part of us desires to help others. It makes us feel better. Yet, we 
sometimes become consumers of "opportunities." After being connected through our church to a community 
homeless shelter, food bank, etc. we tend to move on waiting for the church to reconnect us at a later date. We 
do not develop a deep affection for that ministry. We do not nurture a strong relationship with the people.  

 What if it did not have to be that way? What if FAITH IN ACTION was a way for you to connect with 
some people and organizations in the community? What if you fell in love with the idea that someone out there 
needs your help? When Mark and I first set forth with the idea of FAITH IN ACTION, we had a dream of 
connecting the loving people of this church with the people and organizations that are living out the ideals and 
principles of the Kingdom of God. We are serving as matchmakers of sorts. We have introduced you to 
opportunities and now the choice is yours.  Of course, so many of you have already found a place and an 
opportunity where God can use you in this community. I have been blessed to hear some of your stories of 
feeding the hungry, providing care to those who are sick, and collecting supplies for those in need. These are 
the actions of the Kingdom of God. Jesus introduced these teachings. Jesus lived these teachings. Jesus 
brought opportunities to his disciples.  

 Like the fictional character in my tale, Eric I am excited about the future possibilities for Oak Hills 
Church. Most importantly, I hope they these opportunities are more than just “in the future.”  I hope they are the 
everyday realities that you can grab a hold of. There is no need to wait for another FAITH IN ACTION week in 
the New Year (although there will be one). We have set-up you up on a first date. Now it is your choice to go on 
a second date. We are not made to consume Kingdom living. We are made to commit to Kingdom living. God 
bless you and your families as you look to write new stories of ministry in the New Year. 
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Coffee Hosts           Greeters 
 

   
 
Nursery Schedule 

 
 
 

11/6/11 Paul & Ivona Slotemaker 

11/13/11 Curtis & Beth Spaan 

11/20/11 Andy & Dalene Stukey 

11/27/11 Matt & Mary vanBuren 

12/4/11 Stan & Evelyn VanderVeen 

12/11/11 Todd & Kim Veenhuis 

12/18/11 Gord & Janet Vreugdenhil 

12/25/11 John & Shauna Westra 

1/1/12 Dennis & Jean Widman 

11/6/11 Joey & Leslie Kragt 

11/13/11 John & Shauna Westra 

11/20/11 John & Shauna Westra 

11/27/11 Lloyd & Sally Hoekert 

12/4/11 Lloyd & Sally Hoekert 

12/11/11 Dan & Allison Bates 

12/18/11 Dan & Allison Bates 

12/25/11 Art & Rebecca Armour 

1/1/12 Art & Rebecca Armour 

11/6/11 Jill Palmer Kara Leep Sally Hoekert  

11/13/11 Eleanor Kwong Sharon Henrichs Nelleke Kline  

11/20/11 Greta Pierce Bonnie Yonker Tammy Yonker  

11/27/11 Tayler Feinauer Shauna Westra Brian Kragt  

12/4/11 Heather 
Gillenwater 

Renee 
Gillenwater 

Myrna DeMots  

12/11/11 Brad Buchholz Mindy Feinauer Jordyn Feinauer Maureen 
Holm 

12/18/11 Bev Baarspul Lori Leep Mary vanBuren Nathan 
vanBuren 

12/25/11 Sharry Kragt Kimberly 
Vreugdenhil 

Camille Andre Heather 
McDuffie 

1/1/12 Allison Bates Sally Hoekert Eleanor Kwong  


